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Study 2 Study 2 Study 2 Study 2 ----    Caring About Caring About Caring About Caring About thethethethe    ClimateClimateClimateClimate....        

During the last bible study we saw that God calls us to be responsible, servant-hearted 
stewards of his creation. This study will focus on one of the major environmental issues 
of our day: climate change. It will help us develop an understanding of the issue, while 
asking the question �as stewards of creation, what response should Christians have to 
climate change?� As this study focuses on developing our understanding of climate 
change, much of the biblical discussion will be left to the other studies in this series. 

What is What is What is What is Climate ChangeClimate ChangeClimate ChangeClimate Change????    

1. In recent years climate change has received a great deal of media attention and 
political interest.  According to a report released by Oxford University and the 
Nielson company in 2007, 41% of consumers in the world were very concerned 
about climate change. 

If you were to rate yourself, how concerned do you think you are about climate change? 

 
 
 

Watch -What is Climate Change Video.  (Transcript is included at the end of this study) 

2. Societies have always depended on the climate but for the first time we are being 
faced with the realisation that the climate is infl uenced by our actions. The sharp 
economic growth experienced since the Industrial Revolution was coupled with a 
huge increase in greenhouse gas emissions This progress transformed the 
relationship between people and the environment. We are now faced with the 
realisation that the climate that God 
created for humankind is being 
affected by the nature and magnitude 
of our economic activity. In light of this, 
it is clear that our responsibilities as 
stewards can no longer be contained 
by national and regional borders, but it 
extends as far as our atmosphere �  to 
every corner of the globe. 
 
List some things that you did today 
that have added green house gasses 
into the atmosphere. 
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The Effects of Climate ChangeThe Effects of Climate ChangeThe Effects of Climate ChangeThe Effects of Climate Change    
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Most climate scientists argue that we should contain climate change to a 
maximum 2 degree Celsius increase by 2100. Though the effects would be 
detrimental at even a 2 degree increase, many argue that this is the most realistic 
and feasible target. However a business as usual approach would see the world 
experiencing temperature increases upwards of 4 and 5 degrees. As we can see 
from the above table, at these higher temperatures the effects of climate change 
become catastrophic. 
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3. a)  The table and map above give some examples of how experts believe 
increasing temperatures will affect different parts  of the world.  Look at Australia 
in the table and also on the map. What effects do you think climate change will 
have on Australian society? Suggest some ways it may affect you personally. 
 
b)  The above figures illustrate that climate change will have some winners and 
some losers. Using these two resources, compare the effects on Africa to that of 
Northern Europe? 

As we learn more about climate change, one of the messages becomes clear is that it is 
developing nations that will suffer the most. The World Bank and Global Humanitarian 
Forum estimate that around 80% of the cost and 99% of the deaths resulting from 
climate change will be borne by developing countries.  

Watch - IRIN News 6 Kenyan Highland Malaria.  (Transcript is included at the end of this 
study) 

 
4. Malaria is just one of the ways that climate change is already wreaking havoc on 

those who are most vulnerable and ill equipped to cope. As Christians concerned 
about the poor, how do such devastating impacts shape our responsibility to act 
upon climate change? What is our responsibility to Esther (featured in the video), 
her grandmother and those in similar situations? 
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Acting on Climate ChangeActing on Climate ChangeActing on Climate ChangeActing on Climate Change    

Watch -Dealing with the Uncertainty of Climate Change.  video. (Transcript at the end of 
this study) 

 
5. God has called us to be Stewards of his creation. Do you believe it is good 

stewardship to risk not acting on what climate theory is suggesting? Given that 
the worst of the downside risks will be felt by the world�s poorest and most 
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vulnerable (such as those now suffering from malaria in the Kenyan highlands), 
how does this affect our responsibility to act? 
 

6. Many of us have house insurance to protect us in the event that our house burns 
down or floods, but the likelihood of this happening is really quite small. Estimate 
how much you spend on insurance each year (car, house, health, income 
protection, life, disability etcetera).  Compare this to how much is being asked for 
to provide � Heat Insurance�  for ourselves and the world�s most poor (according to 
a number of economists this will be around 1% of economic growth). Do you think 
it�s worth investing in � Heat Insurance� ? 
 

7. Rate yourself again on the not concerned to very concerned spectrum regarding 
climate change.  If these studies have changed the way you think about climate 
change or if you found it helpful perhaps you could share this series of bible 
studies with other small groups in your church.  
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